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lization was extended over the earth. It was through the
contact of trade that the more civilized nations trans-
mitted to others the alphabet, weights and measures,
knowledge of astronomy, divisions of time, tools and
weapons, coined money, systems of numeration, treat-
ment of metals, skins, and wool, and all the other achieve-
ments of knowledge and invention which constitute the
bases of our civilization. On the other hand, the nations
which shut themselves up and developed an independent
and self-contained civilization (China and Japan) present
us the types of arrested civilization and stereotyped social
status. It is the penalty of isolation and of withdrawal
from the giving and taking which properly bind the whole
human race together, that even such intelligent and highly
endowed people as the Chinese should find their high
activity arrested at narrow limitations on every side.
They invent coin, but never get beyond a cast copper coin.
They invent gunpowder, but cannot make a gun. They
invent movable types, but only the most rudimentary
book. They discover the mariner's compass, but never
pass the infancy of ship-building.
70.   The fact is, then, that trade has been the handmaid
of civilization.   It has traversed national boundaries, and
has gradually, with improvement in the arts of transpor-
tation, drawn the human race into closer relations and more
harmonious interests.   The contact of trade slowly saps
old national prejudice and religious or race hatreds.    The
jealousies which were perpetuated by distance and igno-
rance cannot stand before contact and knowledge.    To stop
trade is to arrest this beneficent work, to separate mankind
into sections and factions, and to favor discord, jealousy,
and war.
71.   Such   is  the   action   of   protectionism.   The   pro-
tectionists make much of their pretended "nationalism,"
and they try to reason out some kind of relationship be-